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* PARADE ROUTE

BELGRAVE GATE

Hello everyone, and welcome once again to your fully inclusive Leicester Pride, Celebrating 16
years of progress, diversity and inclusion.

HUMBERSTONE GATE
STARTING AT 12PN Our constant commitment to highlighting issues important in our community features heavily

through all aspects of our city’s festival. From our Trans siblings and their allies leading this
year's parade, to our speaker today Katie Neeves on the Main Stage, which also boasts a non-hi-
nary radio broadcaster and an openly gay footballer.

HIGH ST

GALLOWTREE GATE

Times are changing. We here at Leicester Pride are dedicated to the liberation and equality of all
our LGBTQIA+ kin.

We will not step aside and deny our duty to educate and improve lives when around the world,
members of our community continue to be oppressed and silenced because of their desire to live
authentically and free from hate.

KING RICHARD II

HORSEFAIR ST 14 countries in the world still have the death penalty for gay sex, 5 of which regularly carry it out.
The mainstream media continues to highlight the repression and roll back in America, with its
‘don’t say gay’ bill and the stripping away of women's reproductive rights with Roe V Wade being
repealed.

SAFETY IN FO RMAT' 0 N All this seems to point in one direction, but it only paints half the story. There are incredible move-
ments across the globe who fly the flag for freedom, championing trans rights and social media

Please note that the event site is glass free. This means no glass bottles, alcohol or containers are allowed on the event site. outlets who provide safe online spaces. There are also TV shows dedicated to the art of drag and
During the parade you cannot drink alcohol as most of the city streets are alcohol free areas. it's only going to get bigger and better.

Please ensure that you wear suitable clothing and footwear, remember to use sun cream and drink plenty of water. We will Remember, Pride is a protest, first and foremost. WE must stand shoulder to shoulder declaring
be operating Challenge 25 throughout the day, so please bring identification with you. . . o o ) .
in one voice a message of defiance, positivity and change. Ultimately, Trans youth must hear the
We have a zero tolerance on any form of hate crime, if you experience or witness any, please report » message from all our mouths. YOU ARE LOVED!!
it to my security team. | hope you enjoy Leicester Pride 2024, rest assured that public safetyand ¢
your welfare is my top priority. J With the arrival of a new government, so too comes the promise of replenished hope. The King's

Graig Thorpe speech laid out, with renewed effort, the banning of conversion therapies across the country. This

Security & Safety Operations Director f R ban is fully trans-inclusive.
E-mail: security@leicesterpride.com i J

Things are changing. Things will get better.
(continued on next page)

BAG SEARCHESONENTRY ~ NODRUGS ~ NOGLASS ~ NOSHARPS  NOALCOHOL



Until we arrive at a place of equality and acceptance, know that you will always have a safe space
here with us in Abbey Park. It has always been Leicester Pride’s aim to unify further our unique

and extraordinary city, with its wide ranging and thoroughly diverse citizens.

We hope that this year’s parade, park, and Pride’s personal message to you all shines through. We
are here, we are queer, we've always been here, and we aren't going anywhere!! Stay safe, love
each other and remember that we are stronger together.

Martyn Parker Craig Thorpe Simon Harrison
EED Director Event Manager

Follow @thesecretgardenhair

‘Podcast out now on

Tel. 0116 478 4982
.’*Pﬁ'ﬁ-gﬁ% YouTube 25 Avenue Road Extension, Leicester, LE2 3EN

Leicester Pride is one of the UK’s
largest free Pride festivals

Our aim has always been to keep the festival free to attend for all.
To achieve this we work with many sponsors and partners and we are
forever grateful to them for their generous contributions.

If you are able, we would welcome you to support us directly. We are a
registered charity and all money is invested into our annual events or
donated to other local LGBTQ+ charities.

To donate to Leicester Pride, please scan the QR code below.
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At Sytner Group our recrultment is dnven by ‘talent and
ambition. That's because we know from experience it takes all
kinds of impressive mdrwduais ’zo Create an outstandmg team.

As the UK’s. ultlmate destlnaﬂon for quury, performance &
supercars, we have lots of exciting career opporfunltLes in
areas including Apprehtlces Sales; Technicians, office- based
functions and more.

Visit our careers site ‘Q SytnerGrOUp

jobs.sytner.co.uk

LEICESTER '

Proud Sponsors of pRI f ¥

To find out more about:
Career Opportunities | Truck Parts | Truck Sales

www.fordandslater.co.uk



BRAND NEW COMMUNITIES
WITH HOMES YOU'LL LOVE

LEICESTERSHIRE

Grange View Grange Road,
Hugglescote LE672BQ

King’s Meadow Kirby Lane,
Melton Mowbray LE14 2TS

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE

Beeston Quarter Technology Drive,
Beeston NG9 1LA

Fernwood Village Phoenix Way,
Newark NG24 3UA

Romans’ Quarter Ward Road,
Bingham NG13 8GF

Stonebridge Fields Stonebridge
Lane, Market Warsop NG20 0DS

The Hawthorns Beck Lane,
Sutton-in-Ashfield NG17 3AH

Thoresby Vale Ollerton Road,
Edwinstowe NG21 9PS

RESERVE FOR JUST £99 when you bring this into our Sales Centres! B oy Lane,

Brinsley NG16 5BY
Elm Tree Park Blidworth Lane,

1,2,3,4,5& 6 bedroom homes across the Midlands Rainworth NG21 OHF
Fantastic savings on selected homes, including deposit boosts, mortgage contributions and more’

Are you eligible for our Key Worker Deposit Contribution scheme? LINCOLNSHIRE
OR, house to sell? Ask about our easy moving schemes The Meadows Off Camp Road,
Energy efficiency built in - you could save thousands on your bills" Witham St Hughs LN6é 9XN

5 star homebuilder for 15 years in a row*

*Offers are on selected plots and selected developments only and are subject to change. Moving schemes cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer or scheme. *Indicative figures, based on HBF "Watt a Save” report published February 2023. +'We’, ‘our’, ‘us’ refers to the Barratt Developments PLC Group brands including Barratt Homes,
David Wilson Homes and Barratt London. We are the only major national housebuilder to be awarded this key industry award every year since 2010. “We" refers to the Barratt Developments PLC group brands including Barratt London, Barratt Homes and David Wilson Homes. Based on HBF star rating scheme from 2010 to 2023 derived from the
NHBC national new homes survey at eight weeks (https://www.hbf.co.uk/policy/policy-and-wider-work-program/customer-satisfaction-survey/latest-results/), over 90% of Barratt Developments PLC group customer would recommend our brands to a friend.

barratthomes.co.uk 5 DAVID WILSON HOMES
or call 0333 355 8472 . BARRATT DAVID WILSON HOMES

HOMES y v WHERE QUALITY LIVES
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PUBLISHING

SCAN THIS QR CODE
TO VIEW OUR FULL RANGE!
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Katie Neeves is a Leicester woman
on a mission — but not just any
woman and not just any mission!

She lived for 48 years as a
successful male photographer,
while struggling with her gender

from the age of three and hiding
her big secret to the world. Until
one day, enough was enough and
Katie came out to the world via
social media. Katie has gone on to
form Cool2BTrans to support and
inspire other trans people, and
to educate everyone that trans
people are just ordinary people
who want to be happy —just like
everyone else.

Describe yourself in ten words or fewer.
Happy, transgender, lesbian, parent, speaker, trainer, presenter, photographer, dancer, musician.

What are your favourite things?

| adore spending precious time with my amazing daughter and with my lovely girlfriend, but | am totally ad-
dicted to public speaking too. | come alive in front of an audience and | love nothing more than using humour
to educate them about what it's like to be transgender and how they can support those who are.

What is your favourite thing about yourself?

I'm living my truth now and I'm absolutely loving it! | lived as a man for 48 years, while battling the inner
conflict of Gender Dysphoria since the age of three. My inner conflict has disappeared now and | just can't
stop smiling!

If you could tell the whole world one thing, what would it be?

I would (and | do) tell the whole World that trans people are just ordinary people who want to be happy. No-
one chooses to be trans. We don't transition to be someone we are not. We are not a threat to anyone. We.
Just. Want. To. Be. Happy.
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KATIE NEEVES

What do you wish you could tell your younger self?

I would tell my younger self that it's OK to live your truth. The World will let you in. | spent 48 years trying to
be the person that | thought others wanted me to be, but then | realised that no-one else cares. They are too
wrapped up worrying about their own life to care about how others live their life. Other people do, however,
respond very favourably to authenticity and vulnerability. So don't fight it. Just be you.

Why do we still need Pride?
Pride is a protest. Sadly, many people have forgotten that and they think it is just a flamboyant carnival, but
we have more reasons to protest now, than ever.

Anti-trans rhetoric and misinformation have increased enormously in the media, in politics and on social
media in recent years. This has led to a 186% increase in recorded trans hate crime in the 5 years between
2018 to 2023 and yet 90% of trans hate crime still goes unreported to the Police.

54% of trans people feel unable to leave their house, due to transphobia and 62% of trans people feel unable
to use public toilets due to the transphobic abuse we face.

We have also seen proposals to change laws to make life more difficult for gender non-conforming people,
the introduction of temporary laws (without Parliamentary debate) to ban life-saving puberty blockers to
trans adolescents (while still prescribing them to non-trans kids with Precocious Puberty) and we have seen
misleading Government guidance being issued to both schools and to hospitals which encourages staff to
unlawfully discriminate against trans and non-binary people.

We have also had to fight for a full ban on conversion practices and campaign against the new “Section 28"
ban on LGBTQIA+ inclusive sex and gender education in schools.

So forgive me if I don't view our collective walk through the streets of Leicester as a parade. For me, it's
a protest march and | will be there, shouting as loudly as | can. | long for the day when we have nothing to
protest about.

| am definitely not “the fun police” though, so after the march, let your hair down, catch up with friends, sing
your heart out and dance like no-one is watching. Be free to be you and have the time of your life!

17



Zander Murray is the UK's first
openly gay professional footballer.

He played for Bonnyrigg Rose, a
Scottish Professional Football
League club in League 2.

The striker has scored 100+ goals
and holds the club record for
number of goals scored in

one season at his former Gala
Fairydean Rovers.

Leicester Pride is thrilled to announce that Zander Murray - one of only FIVE out LGBTQ professional football-
ers IN THE WORLD - will co-host Leicester Pride on August 31st, 2024. We caught up with this pin-up sport
star ahead of the big day...

What do you think it would take to change the landscape of football associations around the world regarding
being gay in football?

Simple answer is to help more players in feeling comfortable to be open about it (their sexuality) and to
continue the great initiatives and advocacy work from it all. 'm proud to be a part of the football v homopho-
bia campaign. To have our ‘challenging homophobia' workshops funded by the SFA was massive. I'm working
closely with bodies down south and | hope this national approach can be replicated down south soon. Itis
important to note that many organisations are doing great work regionally - Fare/Kick It Out/Stonewall and
Football v Homophobia, to name just a few.

What was your most unforgettable match, and why?
Scoring my 100th career goal, which was also my first game being openly gay. That strip is now in the Scottish
football museum!

What is the impact on your life since you came out?

| definitely feel my life is beginning, but how my story and now my ambassador work has impacted others has
been so rewarding and empowering. | want no one to struggle like | did between the ages of 13-29. Thank God
for Benidorm Pride; my first Pride event at 29, which led me to coming out!

Can you describe the feeling of scoring your first professional goal?
Pure raw nostalgia, an emotion so difficult to replicate. Years of hard work and in my case personal struggle
with sexuality. Being on that pitch was my release. | would have been lost without it.

ZANDER MURRAY

What has been your proudest achievement in soccer so far?

My proudest moment has been that | get to inspire the younger generations and encourage them not to give
up: be that role model that | wished | had growing up. Of course, homage must be given to Justin Fashanu who
paved the way for us all. But, to get a struggling academy to reach out after my workshops means so much. It
gives me just as much joy as playing.

We need to keep changing hearts and minds. Continuing putting the “why" into pride flags. Without visibility
more lives will be lost. | have no doubt that is the sad truth.

Which victory meant the most to you and your team?
Playing for Bonnyrigg last season. Last game of the season to stay up we had to win it! Had an amazing sup-
port also that day. We turned up and won 3-0. Got myself on the scoresheet. Meant a lot.

Is there a specific game that dramatically changed your career?

| remember playing Dunfermline in a friendly. | was, maybe, 29 years old. After the match | got offered a two
week trial with them. | turned it down because | was in the closet. | hated myself and was terrified if anyone
found out. That was the moment | said ‘enough's enough’: you need to accept yourself, Zander or this will eat
your alive." Two years later, | got the move back up to pro as an openly gay player.

What is one moment on the field you'd like to relive?
Scoring the last minute winner in my twenties to win the league.

Who was the toughest opponent you've ever faced?
James Forrest, Jose Quitongo or Muzzet Izzet.

How have you found the reaction in the changing rooms since coming out?
It's new; it's different for everyone. I'm never going to be the cool, popular guy but yeah, it's gone well.

Have you won any titles or awards, and which is the most meaningful to you?
My 100th goal and my strip in the museum trumps anything!!

If you were going to take a penalty, would you be aiming for top left or bottom right?
Fake bottom left and go the other way.

As a gay man, can you explain the off-side rule simply?
Men going ahead of opponent when ball is kicked! Did not mean for that to sound kinky...

Given the chance, would you have come out sooner?

Nah, delighted now!

Look at me co-hosting Leicester Pride. Eyyy up, me ducks!!
See you soon x
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A SIMPLY SPECTACULAR VENUE

Weddings + Civil Ceremonies + Christmas Parties + Private Dinners
Balls + Conferencing & Meeting Rooms + Hotel Rooms

+ Exclusive-use venue + 4 luxurious boutique bedrooms
- A 200 capacity grand Ballroom - 2 additional event suites + Bar on site
+ Food cooked fresh in our kitchens by our dedicated team of Chefs

0116 251 5337 | www.thecityrooms.co.uk | info@thecityrooms.co.uk

LEICESTER PRIDE DISNEY'S ALADDIN & WEST END STAR

MATTHEW
' CROKE

HOSTED BY
LEA MARTIN

SATURDAY 19™ OCTOBER
THE CITY ROOMS, LEICESTER

/PM - 1AM DRESS CODE: BLACK TIE TICKET £50 INC. 3 COURSE MEAL
FOR TICKETS EMAIL: prideball@leicesterpride.com
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We are proudly
supporting Leicester
Pride 2024
THE PERFECT BACKDROP TO LIFE'S

] SPECIAL OGCGCASIONS
A B Bl I s R 19|

MIT 1IN -
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We Help. We Care.

uxurious bedrooms * 2 grand Ballrooms * unique Orangery
- modern British restaurant - Outdoor terraces -
- Food cooked fresh in our kitchens by our dedicated team of Chefs
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& Sgtner Group

Proudly supporting Lelcester Pride 2024 with our partner

sytner.co.uk shell.co.uk

di\'i‘é‘rsnt‘y ‘éhd

WWW.SUPERYOUMUSICAL.COM

22 OCT - 9 NOV

Book, Music and Lyrics by Lourds Lane

upﬂh

A NEW MUOSTCAL

“Colossal energy... [SuperYou] is a fitting message for Pride Month,
but also for anyone who feels stuck trying to conform
or fit into someone else’s perfect box.”

f‘\ BroadwayWorld

C’URV/E TICKETS O116 242 3595 % | rarcusie

= TR ONANE. coURTIRNE
(_/ " u ¥ LR S \Eﬂc:::"e{r
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RAINBOWEDOVE

185 CHARLES ST
LEICESTER LE1 1LA
€) (O) RAINBOWANDDOVELEICS

AWARD WINNING
COCKTAIL, CABARET BAR

& RESTAURANT



Loughborough

COLLEGE esti1909

Proud to sponsor

RIUE 2024

We are proud to be an inclusive
and supportive environment for
both staff and students
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Find out more ; e
iosh.com/about-iosh %3’;;3%
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The ulflma’te
des"tlnaflon for
quury, perfon‘nance
& supercars

Your local news in Leicester,
Leicestershire & Rutland
www.leicestermedia.online

Follow us

000

@leicestermedia

Proud to be the : — We want your
official media B .. % . news stories

Bentley Leicester Sytner.BMW meester s sponsor for

Lamborghini Leicester Sytner MINI Leicester w, \ call our 24 hour
Leicester Audi Sytner Select Leicester _ - 2\ = news room
Porsche Centre Leicester _ q 'fw“m Mg _ | } R _—_—
Plus 148 more dealerships nationwide. s RI == news@leicestermedia.online

Wishing you a : WhatsApp your
safe and happy T — - pictures & videos to

Pride 2024

3 Find out more sytner.co.uk 07932 612380
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At Aggregate Industries, we need a world-class team working together to build progress and a sustainable future.
This includes our multi-function Support Headquarters in Bardon, Leicestershire, as well as nationally.

‘RASER
"ROQUHART

Wél;ﬂf

We recognise that diversity is key and that our greatest teams have a mix of talent and experiences.

We are committed to attracting and retaining talent from every area of our society and continue to create a
culture where every employee is respected, can be themselves, and feel valued for their unique talents.
We strongly believe the construction industry is for everyone. Together, we build progress.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
logon to careers.aggregate.com or
email HR Department: careers@aggregate.com

OR SCAN'ME

RIDE SUPPORTER

AND COMMUNICATIONS
edia.co.uk

PROUD TO

PR, EVENTS,

AGGREGATE
INDUSTRIES glassdoor pﬁ QF

RECRUITMENT 40

A

AGGREGATE

A MEMBER OF

J HOLCIM

INDUSTRIES







‘Billy Bates & Sons

PROUDLY SUPPORTING
LEICESTERPRIDE 2024

WISHINGEVERYONE AFANTASTIC DAY
FROMTHE WHOLE TEAMATBBFUNFAIR

SUPPORT PRID

BBfunfair

£l 4
g5 ;.:‘I % ;E‘z“l 5;_!1

P HoLCIM “‘:’h 'ﬁ AGGREGATE
- INDUSTRIES
-

HERE AT / E INDUSTRIES...

we are not only a leading player in the construction materials industry but we are fully committed to
equality, diversity, and inclusion. We are reinventing the way the world builds. To do this we need a
world-class team working together.

“At Aggregate Industries and Holcim Group, we're committed to equality and faimess, ensuring that
everyone is free to be their best, authentic selves at work each day. We celebrate differences and encourage
a workplace where employees feel that they belong to the team and the company.”

Lee Sleight, CEO

“I'm incredibly proud of Aggregate Industries' commitment to not only creating an inclusive workplace for
LGBTQ+ colleagues, but for their ongoing drive to make a difference in the construction industry and wider
society. Our LGBTQ+ Network is a driving force for positive change: we're passionate about doing all we
can to ensure our business and industry is open and attractive to everyone, including those from the
LGBTQ+ community.”

Aron Simpson-Webb, LGBTQ+ Network Lead

“While our colleagues help us to build progress for a sustainable future, we promise to help them grow in a
dynamic and inclusive working environment that encourages personal and professional development.

We embrace the strength that a diverse mix of minds and experiences brings.”

James Roberts, HR Director

For more on,
please vi ggregate.com

A

A MEMBER OF
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THANK YOU

A big thank you to all our principle partners and sponsors, without whose
financial support this LGBTQIA+ festival would not be possible.
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A , ' to be LGBT Owned
Haymarket B3

AGGREGATE PO riadlling, ymarket ‘ R :
. _ ' to be based in Leicester

HastingspirecTt Ford&Slater R a ﬂ i

DIGITAL RAINBOWSDOVE  helsinki " to be one of the

biggest book sellers in the UK

the CENTRE w. /3 ASPIRE

LESBIAN GAY BI & TRANS

Delivered with pride. PHARMA We sell nearly 3000 books a day
TT1 Over 100 employees

ICambndge& ( ) Over 5000 books stocked
Countles Bank 0OS : -

in our Leicester warehouse

@ | > See our range of books by visiting
"'m*: PEPSICO www.books2door.com

And download our app today!
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